Do long wavelength pass filters improve low vision performance?
It has been suggested that the wearing of band-pass tints may improve the contrast performance in certain ocular conditions. We examined this by measuring grating visual acuity (VA) for targets of various contrasts. The benefits of Corning CPF 511, 527 and 550 lenses, and neutral density (ND) filters were examined with and without the presence of glare. Generally, patients with anterior sector conditions showed improved performance with band-pass filters (not with ND filters). It is suggested that the filter reduces the scatter within the ocular media. People with retinitis pigmentosa or diabetic retinopathy rarely benefited. The CPF 511 most frequently improved VA followed by CPF 527 and 550 respectively. We suggest that a condition of glare is incorporated when assessing suitability with tints.